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[ Abstract)

characteristics of verb impairment in Chinese agrammatism (CA) and exploring its mechanism.

To provide a theoretical foundation for language rehabilitation by investigating the
Methods

CA patients and 15 normal subjects ( control group) were recruited and evaluated using a standardized aphasia battery

Objective
Fifteen

in Chinese, the Chinese agrammatism battery, a verb comprehension and production task and a short-term memory
task. Results Compared with the control group, verb comprehension and production, as well as working memory
were significantly damaged among the CA patients, and it was more difficult for the agrammatic aphasics to produce
than to comprehend verbs (P <0.01). Verbs with a more complex argument structure (in terms of the number and
type of arguments) were more difficult for the agrammatic aphasics to produce than those with a less complex argu-
ment structure. But the complexity of the argument structure did not influence the agrammatic aphasics’ verb compre-
hension. Conclusion The semantic entry of a verb, shared by both comprehension and production, was intact, but
the verb’s grammar entry was impaired. Poor working memory together with the complexity of the argument structure

accounted for the impaired verb production of the agrammatic patients.
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