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[ Abstract)

mesencephalic substantia nigra( MSN) of rats with Parkinson’s disease (PD).

To observe the effect of electroacupuncture (EA) on dopaminergic neurons in the
Methods A model of PD was in-
duced in rats by injecting 6-hydroxydopamine (6-OHDA) into the MSN. Acupuncture was then used to treat the

Objective

model rats. To examine the apoptosis of dopaminergic neurons, the number of tyrosine hydroxylase (TH) positive
neurons and the concentration of dopamine (DA) were measured in a normal control group .a sham-operation group ,
the EA group and the PD group which received no EA. Results In the EA group, markedly less apoptosis of do-

paminergic neurons was observed, and the number of TH positive neurons and the concentration of DA were signifi-

cantly higher.
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Conclusion Electroacupuncture may mitigate injury to the substantial nigra in Parkinson's disease.
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