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[ Abstract)

value of P300 potentials in appraising the cognition.

Objective  To explore the cognitive status of patients with somatoform disorders and the clinical

Methods

30 normal healthy persons were recruited in this study. Cognitive abilities screening instrument( CASI) was employed

A total of 32 patients with somatoform disorder and

to investigate the cognitive ability of the subjects. P300 potentials were recorded with all the subjects and correlated
Results The laten-

cies of N2 and P3 were significantly longer in patients with somatoform disorder than those in the normal controls, the

with the CASI scores. A comparison was made between the patients and the healthy subjects.

amplitude of P3 was significantly lower in the patients(P <0.01). The nine factors’scores and the total score of CASI
test in patients with somatoform disorder were significantly lower than those in the normal controls( P <0.05 or P <
0.01). There was significant correlation between the latency and the nine factors scores of CASI as well as between
the amplitude of P300 and the nine factors scores of CASI; the latency of P3 was negatively correlated with the factors
scores and amplitude of P3 was positively correlated with the CASI scores. Conclusion The patients with somato-
form disorders have cognitive impairment. P300 potentials can be used as a clinical index for appraising the cognition
ability of patients with somatoform disorder.
Somatoform disorders; Cognitive function; P300 potential; CASI
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